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distances, terrible and lonely, on every hand. It was
snowing slightly, little hard grains of snow that slanted on to
the deck and blew about in eddies. Three miles away to
port an irresistible and implacable enemy was slowly bearing
down upon us, pushing before it in a jumbled mass a heap of
contorted ice. And already the ice was fissured a little
along our port side. It had begun to press against the ship.
" We must get out of this," the Skipper said.
He made up his mind to charge the ice ahead. It meant
risking damage to the hull but to remain where we were
meant almost certain destruction. Already the pressure on
her port side was causing the ship to list over to starboard.
Dick catted up the anchors, removing them from their
haws'les and lifting them by means of tackles on to the foc'sle
head so that they would be in no danger of striking against
the ice. This was a long business. It snowed heavily as the
men worked and we could only dimly, through the murk,
see their figures moving to and fro upon the ice around the
bows and hear Dick's voice shouting orders. When the job
was finished he came into the wardroom laughing and stamp-
ing the snow off his boots. The ship had now an aldermanic
appearance as if she wore some kind of decoration slung
about her, for her anchor cables led out of the haws'Ies on
each side and were looped up on to the deck. She was now
listing considerably and along her port side the ice had raised
itself into a long fissured ridge, a pressure ridge. A sapphire
blue light seemed to burn coldly within the fissure. The
beig was driving down upon us without any change in its
position becoming apparent to the eye. The telegraph rang,
" Half astern/' and slowly the ship drew back. Then
** Half ahead," and she bore down upon the ice under her
bows. Her fine stem rose up, shuddered and sank down.1*
She came to a standstill, listing to starboard, her screw
thrashing astern. But out into the floe ahead there ran a
dark crack and the ponderous mass of ice moved forwards
and round a little. There was now a slightly larger space in